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LETTERS, NOTES, AND ANSWERS3 TO
CORRESPONDENTS.

W Queries, answers, and communications relating to
subjects to which special departments of the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL are devoted will be found under their
respective headings.

MotiCR TYRES.
NOVICE asks for information as to the practical v'alue of
" elastic " tyres and how they compare with solid rubber
tyres as to priee and durability. Are they worth the extra
exoense of £4 to £5 a wheel for the smallest size ? He
asks also for experience as to the use of solid tyres on
sriall motors, whether it is possible to run a 6-h.p on solid
tyres, and whether any company builds 6-h.p. for solid tyres.

DR. WALTER BAILY.
MR. D'ARCY POWER (10A, Chandos Street, Cavendish Square,
W.) writes: I shall feel greatly obliged if any of your readers
who may have a copy, of one of the three works mentioned
below will tell me to whom it was given by the author. The
inscription will be found in each case immediately above
the preface, and the autograph is at the end of the preface.
In the preface of No. 2, I should also like to know how the
blanks are filled in and if the printer's signature at the foot
of the first page in each bookc is A2 or Aiiii: (1) A Briefe
Treatise Concerning the Preservation of the Eiesight etc.
1586; (2) A Briefe Discourse on Certaine Bathes of Afedi-
cinall Watersq in the County of Warwick nere unto a
Pillage called Newnham Regis, 1587; (3) Discourse of
the Three Kindes of Peppers, etc., 1588. Dr. Walter Baily
was formerly a Regius Professor of Medicine at Oxford and
a Physician to Queen Elizabeth.

CERTIFICATES FOR DOCKYARD WORKMEN.
A. H. S. writes: I am practising in the vicinity of a Govern-
ment dockyard. When any man who is employed in the
yard is sick, the fleet surgeon at the yard requires a
certificate, signed by the man's medical attendant, stating
that he is ill and the nature of his complaint. I should be
very glad if you can inform me whether he is justified in
making this demand.
*** We are advised that the fleet surgeon is justified in

demanding the certificate, as he is acting in accordance
with the Dockyard Regulations. When a man is sick and
cannot attend at the dockyard surgery he has to send in
a certificate, for obvious reasons; otherwise he is liable to
lose time or even to be discharged. The practice is a very
common one, and many hundreds of certificates are sent in
during the course of the year.

ANSWERS.

INCOME TAX.
M. B.-A medical man is entitled to deduct for the purpose of
income tax returns the rent of a surgery used exclusively as
such.

POTASSIUM1 MERCURIC IODIDE.
RUSTICus.-271 gr. of mercuric chloride and 700 gr. of potassium

iodide must be dissolved in water and made up to 10 fluid
ounces, in order to produce a solution 1 fluid drachm of which
diluted with water to 20 fluid ounces shall produce a solution
containing 1 of potassium mercuric iodide per 1000.

MAY- GRUENWALD'S SOLUTION.
IN answer to several inquirers, May-Gruenwald's solution,
mentioned in Poeppelmann's article on the Diagnosis of
Typhoid Fever, which was abstracted in the EPITOME of
December 1st, 1906, is a methylene blue-eosin mixture
of somewhat similar composition to Jenner's blood stain.
WVe believe it can be obtained from Grubler of Leipzig, or
through Kanthack or any of the London firms which deal
with microscopical stains.

BELT FOR FLOATING KIDNEY.
MF,ssRs. ARNOLD AND SONS (West Smithfield) write in reply to

'Rlenal," who asks for a belt for floating kidney, to suggest
that introduced by Dr. Macnaughton Jones.

TREATMENT OF IMPOTENCE.
FESTINA LENTE writes, in reply to "L.R.C.P.": The patient
should wear a suspender, with understraps ; he should rise
early, and have either a bath or a sponge over with a wet
sponge, and a good rub with a dry towel. A walk before
breakfast and a walk before bed are both useful, and he
should abstain from attempted intercourse till he is stronger.
At all times it may be better for him not to attempt inter-
course until he has had a good sleep, when nature is more
likely to assert its power, and his consciousness is subdued
by previous unconsciousness. To recognize the fact that at
53 he is not called upon to assert his manhood very fre-
quently, and probably would not be any the worse for a pro-
losged abstinence, is a general piece of advice. Yet, sur-

I
posing this has been already tried, then I would suggest a
nervine tonic pill of iron, zinc, and quinine with meals
regular action of the bowels, and a light diet. There is
nothing more to be desired than that the patient's health,
physical, mental, and moral, be restored by means which are
at his hand, and that he recognizes the condition as a passing
one due to a variety of ordinary causes.

lETTER, NOTES. EZt.

WARNING.
DR. HENRY W. SPAIGHT (Porthleven, Cornwall), v rites: I wish

to endorse Dr. H. G. Cook's warning about the man F. B.
Collins, who is evidently touring the country victimizin4
medical motorists vith an 8s. 6d. sparking plug. I weakly
bought one, after listening to a specious tale that it was only
sold at this price privately for advertisement and would bd
put in the open market shortly at 10s. 6d. The plug was
absolntely useless, and after running four miles the solid
mica body" split into flakes.

THE INFLUENCE OF THE EARLY FEEDING IN THE TREATMENT
OF TYPHOID.

DR. J. S. PURDY (Port Said) writes: Having in the summer of
1895 heard the advantages of solid feeding ably advocated by
Dr. Barrs at the Leeds Infirmary, I lost no opportunity of
observing its effects. At Cambois, Northumberland, in 1898,
I began feeding a patient suffering from typboid fever with
food other than the orthodox three pints of milk a day,
irrespective of the fact that the temperature was above
normal.
On the first indication of a cleaning tongue and an em-

phatically affirmative answer to the request, "Are you
hungry ?" I made it a routine practice to give tripe well
boiled. This, probably the most easily digested of all solid
foods, was followed next day with " boily," the local name
for a basin of small pieces of bread boiled in milk, lightlv-
boiled eggs, white fish, mashed potatoes, and gravy. Jaffa
oranges, without pips when obtainable, were also given. It
was soon remarked at the colliery that these cases of typhoid
recovered more rapidly than formerly. Not only were they
able to get up at the end of the seventh week, but, in some
cases, even to return to the hard work of hewing coal within
three months of the attack.

It was rather amusing the following year to bear at Ashing-
ton, a neighbouring large colliery, that the local tripe vendor
was in the habit of quoting the Cambois doctor in advancing
the sale of this cheap article of food.
At the request of Dr. J. M. Mason, Editor of the New

Zealand Medical Journal. I published an article on
Rational Feeding in Typhoid in the initial issue of that
magazine in October, 1900, referring to the pioneer work of
Dr. Barrs, and recording my own experiences with a series
of 22 cases in private practice. With regard to Dr. F. J.
Smith's reference to the South African campaign, I can
testify that whilst with Plumer's column during the last
twelve months there was not a single death from enteric
fever whilst on trek, although, as the death-rolls of some of
our Colonial contingents show, such occurred afterwards.
Thus, in my own regiment, the 6th New Zealand Mounted
Rifles, there were 12 deaths at the base hospitals.

It is only fair to state, however, that never did any case of
,enteric fever remain with the column more than a fortnight
at the outside. Altbough the custom was to adhere as

closely as possible to routine feeding with milk, many field
hospitals like ours even sometimes having cows attached to
them, on one occasion, while taking a large sick convoy
chiefly composed of enterics into Charlestown early in
February, 1902, some of them ate tinned chicken without
any immediate ill effect.
In February and March of this year, during a severe

epidemic of bacillary dysentery, we found the cases did much
better when one did not adhere too strictly to a milk or
liquid diet.

CHRONIC ULCER AND CALCIUM IODIDE.
DR. R. MANSELL-JONES (London) writes: As calcium iodide
and chloride act like a charm in chronic ulcers of the skin,
permit me to suggest a careful trial of these remedies in
gastric and intestinal ulcers.
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